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Join us in May and June for our annual series on family history research!
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Welcome!

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is pleased to
present this educational series of lectures on how to conduct family research.

NARA’s mission is to preserve and provide access to the records of the
government of the United States of America. We are thrilled to share our

records that relate to family history and to make those records available to
you through the Genealogy Series.
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ey About the Sessions

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal resources at the

National Archives and Records Administration for genealogical
research.

National Archives experts are presenting from our locations across the
United States. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced
family historians—all are welcome!
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ey Join the Conversation

Participate with the presenters and other family historians during a
session’s premiere

Live Chat on YouTube: Login and type your questions and comments

Follow @USNatArchives on X and join the Genealogy Series
conversation using #GenealogySeries2025

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Instructions

e | o
A 2 - login

 participate
« ask questions

Join the conversation!

Participate during the live event.

Show More Log in to YouTube, and then

. type your questions and comments
« slides

into the live chat.
« handout
« evaluation

Closed
Captions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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Tuesday, May 13,1 p.m. ET
e Welcome and Introductions
e Revealing Ties to Espionage in the Office of Strategic Services Records
Presenter: Molly Kamph

Wednesday, May 21,1 p.m. ET
e From the Territory of Montana to the Republic of Vietnam; Researching Native
American Veterans in the National Archives, 1881-1966
Presenters: Cody White, Kayla Dawkins, Rose Buchanan, and Leo Belleville

Tuesday, June 3,1 p.m. ET
e Washington, DC, Law and Order: Cops and Robbers, 1861-1991
Presenter: M Marie Maxwell
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Wednesday, June 11,1 p.m. ET
e Disaster Preparedness and Response for Family Collections
Presenters: Sara Holmes and Sara Leonowitz

Tuesday, June 17,1 p.m. ET
e Researching Immigrant Ancestors: Alien Registration (AR-2) Forms
Presenters: Elizabeth Burnes and John LeGloahec
e Closing Remarks
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ey Session Overview

Washington, DC, Law and Order:
Cops and Robbers, 1861—1991

Discover how troublemakers—and those who pursue them—can leave a
record behind them. This presentation will highlight what may be found in
the Metropolitan Police’s Personnel Case Files and the Index to Criminal
Cases (Record Group 351) and Dockets (Record Group 21). Other DC police
and criminal records, including basic strategies for locating FBI records,

will be briefly addressed.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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M Marie Maxwell served as a processing
archives specialist at the National Archives in
Washington, DC. For nearly 20 years, she
processed and worked with several District of
Columbia-focused record groups. She s
currently serving as an archivist in the

Special Access and FOIA Program at the

M Marie Maxwell National Archives at College Park, MD.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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Washington, DC, Law and Order:
Cops and Robbers, 1861—-1991

M Marie Maxwell
Archivist, National Archives at College Park
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Overview

Criminal justice system: police, suspects/criminals, and others

District of Columbia

o Washington City/Old City/Georgetown
o Washington County

Record Group 21, Records of District Courts of the United States
Record Group 351, Records of the Government of the District of
Columbia

Other resources

o Record Group 65, Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
o Record Group 60, General Records of the Department of Justice (DOJ)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




e Record Group 21

Records of District Courts of the United States

Records of U.S. District and Other Courts in the District of Columbia, 1801 -
Present
e Records of the Washington County Term of the U.S. Circuit Court for the District
of Columbia (USCCDC)
e Recordsofthe U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia (USDCDC, 1801-63)
e Records ofthe U.S. Criminal Court for the District of Columbia
e Records of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia (SCDC, 1863-1936) and

its successor, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia (USDCDC, 1936-
Present)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




T

W
s Rescarch

Lo i Record Group 351

ARCHIVES

Map No.9: Police and Fire Departments, 1880. Source: Library of Congress.
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Records of the Government of the District of Columbia

e Administrative History
e General Records, 1838-1978

o

o

o

O

o

O

Records of the Office of the Mayor

Records of the "Territorial Government"

Records of the Temporary and Permanent Boards of
Commissioners

Records of the Office of the Corporation Counsel
Records of the Office of the Aging

Records of the City Council

e RecordsRelating to Construction, Engineering, Land, and
Transportation, 1791-1968
Records of the Metropolitan Police, 1851-1970
Records Relating to Charitable and Reformatory Institutions,
1845-1965
Records of the City of Georgetown, DC, 1791-1897
Records of the County of Washington, DC, 1819-1900
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(s CATALOG Seach|  ndionced

Record Group 351, entry
PI-186 119’ © Print [> Expo
Personnel Case Files,
ca. 1861-1950,
National Archives
Identifier: 1449242,

1-20 of 117 results for 1449242 in 1.47 seconds.

Filter by:

Sort by: Most Relevant 2
@® Allrecords
Select All
Questions? Available to access
Contacto online (116) Series
Archiveslreference@nara o Personnel Case Files, ca. 1861-1950

— Data Source a] .o . . : ¥ .
This series consists primarily of files for p
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1449242
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w7 Personnel Case Files: Thomas Lawler

: National
Record Title Level Archives ID
Latchford, Lawrence A,, Appointed 11/1/15896 File Unit 145807735
Lawler, Jerame, Appointed 8/1/1888 File Unit 145807739
Lawler, Thomas, Appointed 1 File Unit 145835384
Lester, Samuel 5., Appointed 6141866 File Unit 145835885
Leach, John, Jr., Appointed 9/11/1862 File Unit 145835887
a »
Creator
Most Recent
District of Columbia. Metropolitan Police. 1861 -
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Letters of Recommendation
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R | Thomas Lawler

Disciplinary Actions
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Not in the File

I0OCAL TCpUTETS.
e -

Coxpitiox or Tae INJURED POLICEMEN,—
OMcer Henson Brown, who was so severely
injured by colored rowdles on Friday night
last, at Galbreth chapel, on L street, between
Fourth and Fifth, is in a fair way of re-
covery, Dr. Ellott, his attending physiclan,
pronouncing him out of danger unless fever
or relapse should occur. It will be some
weeks, bhowever, before he will be able to
attend to the duties of his office.

Officer Thomas Lawler, who was assaulted
at the same time, has so far recovered as to
Le able to go about the house, and In a few
days is expected to appear on the force.

Officer T. M. Sullivan, who was acclden-
tally shot on Bunday morning last at the

fire of Wheeler's juuk-shop, still remains at

The National Republican, November 8, 1869, p.4.
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Thomas Lawler

to call, For futher partioulars sco catalogue,
Salo positive, rain or shine,

- -

Sudden Denth of Ofticer Lawlor,

OMecr Thomas Lawler, of tho Sixth Procinet
Station, was attacked with tho chills at that
siatign about 10 o'clock Saturday night, and,
growing very il ho was removed to bis home.
1018 Fourth street northwest, whore ho dlo
I abd®it half an hour, Dr, Elllott was called
In when the officor was first taken 11, but all
medical sld was without avatl, Mr, Lawloer
was an efficlent officer and o goninl gontloman,
and his loss will bo deeply regretied,

Maojor Broek fssued nn order to-day calling
pttention to OMeer Lawlor's doath, and, as a
mark of respect, directing sn cscort of thirty
men, under Lioutenant Greoer, 1o accompany
the remalos to the place of Intorment,

Willing to Wed,
John Shughruo and Kato Prondovilloe,
Jobn Vosser, of New York clty, aud Kate E,
Burke, of this elty,
James H, Hill and Cora Z, Martin,
Landolph G, Ward, of Richmond Qounty,
Vo, and ,lollo M, Brown, of this clty, .

< ° -
Oysters Thnt Is Oysters
recoived to-day, Somo of tho funeat of the

The Evening Critic, November 13,1882, p. 3.

RECORDS

ADMINISTRATION

CRIMINAL
Newton, rece
gullty; Fran)
Aldridge, ple

CoUnT IN
Cartter and J
Best; judgm
Justice Jame
blo; Judgme
od and leay
Wiliams vs,
former deere
clation ve, |
Kondrup roy
nmwount due |
Denmark, to
by Justice Co
of eJectment
wos the Intor
estato In com
complainant
clatmed otk
commop.,

diemr O
art ve, Smitl
Moy ve, St

EqQuity Co
ve, Glbba: s
Davis; lestin




s James Boswell

Timeline
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b James Boswell
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= QOther Record Group 351 MPD Records

Service Records, 1861-1930 (National Archives Identifier: 1448857)

Register of Appointments, 1861-1930 (National Archives Identifier: 1448200)
Investigations of Crime Law Enforcement and Police Personnel Files, 1941-1954 (National
Archives Identifier: 16526903)

Metropolitan Police Department Matters Transcripts, December 17,1948-June 21, 1962
(National Archives Identifier: 12527915)

Rollcall Book, February 17, 1873-December 1895 (National Archives Identifier: 1450322)
Roll Call Books, January 1896-April 1932 (National Archives Identifier: 7594494)

Registers of Oaths of Office, 1862-1878 (National Archives Identifier: 1450184)

Lists of Appointments, ca. 1871-1880 (National Archives Identifier: 1432913)

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION


https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1448857
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1448200
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/16526903
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12527915
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1450322
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7594494
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1450184
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1432913
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DC Robbers

Record Group 351, entry PI-186 138,
Identification Books, ca. 1878-ca. 1896,
National Archives Identifier: 1460515.

Questions?
Contact: Archiveslreference @nara.gov.

overnme

IR - FULLY AVAILABLE ONLINE

W

- r’.;;." Identification Books, ca. 1878—ca. 1896

Creator: District of Columbia. Metropolitan Police. 1861- (Most Recent)

T NAID:1460515 = [2) TextualRecords ' [©) Photographs and other Graphic Materials « [~] Collected: ca. 1878-ca. 1896

) Search within this Series [0 2 File Units
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1460515
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; %’ - Emile Montross, 18 years old.

National Archives Identifier:

Wk, .%7%/45 76040836.

Housebreaking
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/76040836
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NauioNAL DC Robbers

W g'@ : | David C. Bliss, alias “Doctor,”
atis AZAr copy from New York. National

@/-— /92 Archives Identifier;: 76040128.
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oS 7

Cy pm, AL

) vé% MHfo- )

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/76040128
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| 2 T

Crimenczerrgdsiemm Rercers persons, eyes - pale blue. National
Sy e ey v 3y Archives Identifier: 75447895.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75447895
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ARCHIVES

Ber ‘ Record Group 21, entry A1 77-A,
Index to Criminal Cases and Dockets, ca. 1938-ca. 1991,
National Archives Identifier: 300251.

 VARIADEX (5] series
" ,, B B Index to Criminal Cases and Dockets, ca. 1938—ca. 1991
; (":RL." ingedfl Rand Inc D Creator: U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia. (1936 - ) (Most Recent)
il NAID:300251 ' [Z) TextualRecords = [~} Collected: ca. 1938-ca. 1991
New Standard

Questions?
Contact: Archiveslreference@nara.gov.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300251
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S  DCRobbers and Other Criminals
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Martina
File Unit - Martina - Mayf,

National Archives ldentifier: 241387074.

VARIADEX

DIRECT EXPANSION INDEX
I MR, Fe .

: 4. =.
(‘ Remingtoff Rand Inc ]

New Standard
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(4, Transcription  Not Started O Tags 0 O Comments 0 ’ [5) Extracted Text 1 ’ Extracted Text Close

Optical Character Recognition (OCR)
Extracted Text

Auto-generated by the National Archives Catalog

MAXWELL,
J ames H.
GJ.
Crim.
348-56
338-56

542 of 692 Next >
NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



S DC Robbers and Other Criminals

G.J.=Grand Jury

Grand Jury Dockets, November 15,1924-1971, National
Archives Identifier: 561966.

Grand Jury Case Files, 1924-1946, National Archives Identifier:
7582877.

Crim. = Criminal Court

Criminal Docket Books, April 6, 1863-March 1980, National
Archives Identifier: 559862.

Criminal Case Files,1863-1992, National Archives Identifier:
559640.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/561966
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7582877
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/559862
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/559640

ARCHIVES

S o DC Robbers and Other Criminals

Later 1960s,
criminal act mentioned.
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National Archives Court Records
Explore:

https://www.archives.gov/research/court-
records. y. ion textual pages of court materials in the National Archives. As the etires mater I

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://www.archives.gov/research/court-records
https://www.archives.gov/research/court-records
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AL Research
Srpe O Court Records
ARCHIVES
Finding Federal Court Records Held by the National Archives

Locating Records of federal circuit and district courts and select territorial courts

State Point of Contact

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




7 “¥ Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigation

ARCHIVES

Record Group 60, Department of Justice (DOJ)
General Name Index Files, 1930-1984 (National Archives Identifier: 23062753)

Contact Archives2reference@nara.gov

Record Group 65, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)

Contact FBI directly

https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fhi-services-and-information/freedom-of-information-privacy-act/requesting-tbi-records

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/23062753
mailto:Archives2reference@nara.gov
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/freedom-of-information-privacy-act/requesting-fbi-records
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144-16-95 [Frank Ray, Melvin Clements; Loran Lovan Taylor, Roland L. Gay - Victims]

Vietim stetes arrived in Washington, D. C. from
Baltimore, Maryland in afternoen of 7/13/52,
States was drunk upon srrivel and knows nothing
of what trenspired until he woke in Gallinger
Hospitel 7/1;/52. Denies possession of knife.
Sub jeets TAYLOR and PATRICK declined to be
interviewed upon edvice of counsel. All known

National Archives Identifier: 311010469

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311010469
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ARCHIVES

144-16-95 [Frank Ray, Melvin Clements; Loran Lovan Taylor, Roland L. Gay - Victims]

LUSIVE LT SGAT IUN BGIARER ALY UBORSAET IURDT

The follewing invent{gation was conductad hy SA JOHN R,
TISRNEY,

OFFICER [

HOBSON TAYLOR, JR.

A check of the records of the Identification Division of
the ¥BI disclosed that said records contaimed no arrest record for
Officer TAYIOR., The only fingerprints on file in ths Identification
Division for TAYLOR are applicant type fingerprimt cards,

A check of the criminal and traffic arrest records of the
Fetropolitan Police Departmmnt, Washington, D. C., disclosed that they
contained no record of Officer TAYLOR,

A review of Officer TAYLOR's personnel file ss maintained by
the Metropolitan Police Department reflects that he was appointed oo a
Class I Private in the Metropolitan Police Department, at a salary of
09,7 per annum, on January 16, 1952. Upon complstion of training
rred to Mmber 2 Precinct oa Marceh 24, 1952, His
file re sts that he had served in the United States Amy
urder Arsy Serial Number 13-145-085, A certification in his file from
the Department of Army reflects that TAYLOR enlisted in the Army on
Yovesber 4, 1942, and was dischurged honorably on August 21, 1943, At
of snlisting, he indicated his birthdate as March 31, 1923.
he was actually born on March 31, 1926, and was honorably
upon request of his mother, because he was under age, No
disciplinary action or letters of commendstion were contained in
Officer TAYLOR's file. The following is his description as contained
in his persommel file.

Color: White;

Sex: Hale;

Ages 26 yoars;

Born: March 31, 1926,

Washington, 0. C,;

NATIONAL ARCHIV and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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FBI
Attn: FOIPA Request
200 Constitution Drive
Winchester, VA 22602

foipaquestions@fbi.gov

eFOIPA portal

https://efoia.fbi.gov/#home

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION



mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov
https://efoia.fbi.gov/

-
|'; H\:"P -
U Resgarc
&H\ 3 - Services FB I
MATIONAL

ARCHIVES

r In an effort to provide you with responsive records as expeditiously as possible, we are
releasing documents from previous requests regarding your subject. We consider your
request fulfilled. Since we relied on previous results, additional records potentially
responsive to your subject may exist. If this release of previously processed material does
not satisfy your request, you may request an additional search for records. Submit your
request by mail to Initial Processing Operations Unit; Record/Information
Dissemination Section; Information Management Division; Federal Bureau of
Investigation; 200 Constitution Drive; Winchester, VA 22602. You may also email
your response to foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please include the FOIPA Request Number
listed above in your correspondence.

Please be advised that additional records responsive to your subject exist. If this release
of previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you must advise us that
you want the additional records processed. Please submit your response within thirty (30)
days to Initial Processing Operations Unit; Record/Information Dissemination
Section; Information Management Division; Federal Bureau of Investigation; 200
Constitution Drive; Winchester, VA 22602. You may also email your response to
foipaquestions@fbi.gov. Please include the FOIPA Request Number listed above in your
correspondence. If we do not receive your decision within thirty (30) days of the date
of this notification, your request will be closed.

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION
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FBI

One or more of the enclosed records were transferred to the National Archives and
Records Administration (NARA). Although we retained a version of the records previously
processed pursuant to the FOIA, the original records are no longer in our possession.

If this release of the previously processed material does not satisfy your request, you may
file a FOIPA request with NARA at the following address:

National Archives and Records Administration
Special Access and FOIA

8601 Adelphi Road, Room 5500
College Park, MD 20740-6001

Records potentially responsive to your request were transferred to the National Archives
and Records Administration (NARA), and they were not previously processed pursuant to

the FOIA. Youmayfile a request with NARA using the address above. Please reference
file numbef 100-HQ-55627 In your correspondence.
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National Archives Contacts

Record Group 21 and Record Group 351

e National Archives in Washington, DC:
Archiveslreference@nara.gov

Record Group 60

e National Archives at College Park, MD:
Archives2reference@nara.gov

e With a DOJ and FBI case file number:
Specialaccess_foia@nara.gov
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Thank Youl!
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N 1 After the Broadcast
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Email questions to inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts
will remain online at
www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2025
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We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your comments help
us maintain the quality of our services and plan future programs.
Thank you!

Event Evaluation:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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Huge thanks go to:
e the presenters,
Thank You e theAVteam,
e the Communications and Marketing Division,
Genealogy e employees throughout Research Services, and
Series Team! e everyone else who contributed to the success

of this program.

We could not produce the Genealogy Series
without your support!
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KNOW YOUR RECORDS |

National Archives and Records Administration

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal
government records at the National Archives and Records Administration.

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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ey Questions and Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions.

Although this concludes the video portion of the
broadcast, we will continue to take your questions
in chat for another 10 minutes.
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