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Welcome!

2025 Genealogy Series

Welcome!

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) is pleased to 

present this educational series of lectures on how to conduct family research.

NARA’s mission is to preserve and provide access to the records of the 

government of the United States of America. We are thrilled to share our 

records that relate to family history and to make those records available to 

you through the Genealogy Series.
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About the Sessions

Our presentations will demonstrate how to use federal resources at the 

National Archives and Records Administration for genealogical 

research. 

National Archives experts are presenting from our locations across the 

United States. Sessions are intended for beginners to experienced 

family historians—all are welcome! 

3



Join the Conversation

Participate with the presenters and other family historians during a 

session’s premiere

Live Chat on YouTube: Log in and type your questions and comments

Follow @USNatArchives on X and join the Genealogy Series 

conversation using #GenealogySeries2025
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Instructions

Show More
• slides
• handout
• evaluation

Chat
• log in 
• participate
• ask questions

Closed 
Captions

Videos and presentation materials
remain available after the premiere date.
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Schedule, May 13 – June 3

Schedule
Tuesday, May 13, 1 p.m. ET
● Welcome and Introductions
● Revealing Ties to Espionage in the Office of Strategic Services Records

Presenter: Molly Kamph

Wednesday, May 21, 1 p.m. ET
● From the Territory of Montana to the Republic of Vietnam; Researching Native 

American Veterans in the National Archives, 1881–1966
Presenters: Cody White, Kayla Dawkins, Rose Buchanan, and Leo Belleville

Tuesday, June 3, 1 p.m. ET
● Washington, DC, Law and Order: Cops and Robbers, 1861–1991

Presenter: M Marie Maxwell
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Schedule, June 11 – 17

Schedule

Wednesday, June 11, 1 p.m. ET
● Disaster Preparedness and Response for Family Collections

Presenters: Sara Holmes and Sara Leonowitz

Tuesday, June 17, 1 p.m. ET
● Researching Immigrant Ancestors: Alien Registration (AR-2) Forms

Presenters: Elizabeth Burnes and John LeGloahec
● Closing Remarks

7



Session Overview

Washington, DC, Law and Order: 
Cops and Robbers, 1861–1991

Discover how troublemakers—and those who pursue them—can leave a 

record behind them. This presentation will highlight what may be found in 

the Metropolitan Police’s Personnel Case Files and the Index to Criminal 

Cases (Record Group 351) and Dockets (Record Group 21). Other DC police 

and criminal records, including basic strategies for locating FBI records, 

will be briefly addressed.

8



Presenter Biography

M Marie Maxwell

M Marie Maxwell served as a processing 

archives specialist at the National Archives in 

Washington, DC. For nearly 20 years, she 

processed and worked with several District of 

Columbia-focused record groups. She is 

currently serving as an archivist in the 

Special Access and FOIA Program at the 

National Archives at College Park, MD.
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Washington, DC, Law and Order: 
Cops and Robbers, 1861–1991

M Marie Maxwell

Archivist, National Archives at College Park



Overview

● Criminal justice system: police, suspects/criminals, and others

● District of Columbia
○ Washington City/Old City/Georgetown

○ Washington County

● Record Group 21, Records of District Courts of the United States

● Record Group 351, Records of the Government of the District of 

Columbia

● Other resources 
○ Record Group 65, Records of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

○ Record Group 60, General Records of the Department of Justice (DOJ)
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Record Group 21

Records of District Courts of the United States

Records of U.S. District and Other Courts in the District of Columbia, 1801–

Present

● Records of the Washington County Term of the U.S. Circuit Court for the District 

of Columbia (USCCDC)

● Records of the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia (USDCDC, 1801–63)

● Records of the U.S. Criminal Court for the District of Columbia

● Records of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia (SCDC, 1863–1936) and 

its successor, the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia (USDCDC, 1936–

Present )
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Record Group 351

Map No.9: Police and Fire Departments, 1880. Source: Library of Congress.

Records of the Government of the District of Columbia
● Administrative History

● General Records, 1838–1978 

○ Records of the Office of the Mayor

○ Records of the "Territorial Government"

○ Records of the Temporary and Permanent Boards of 

Commissioners

○ Records of the Office of the Corporation Counsel

○ Records of the Office of the Aging

○ Records of the City Council

● Records Relating to Construction, Engineering, Land, and 

Transportation, 1791–1968 

● Records of the Metropolitan Police, 1851–1970

● Records Relating to Charitable and Reformatory Institutions, 

1845–1965 

● Records of the City of Georgetown, DC, 1791–1897

● Records of the County of Washington, DC, 1819–1900

13



DC Cops

1870 Census, Washington, Ward 4
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DC Cops, slide 2

DC Cops

Record Group 351, entry 
PI-186 119, 
Personnel Case Files, 
ca. 1861–1950,
National Archives 
Identifier: 1449242.

Questions?
Contact:
Archives1reference@nara.gov. 
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1449242
mailto:Archives1reference@nara.gov


Personnel Case Files: Thomas Lawler
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Thomas Lawler

Letters of Recommendation
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Thomas Lawler, slide 2

Thomas Lawler

Application
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Thomas Lawler, slide 3

Thomas Lawler

Disciplinary Actions
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Thomas Lawler, slide 4

Thomas Lawler
Not in the File

The National Republican, November 8, 1869, p.4.
The Evening Critic, November 13, 1882, p. 3.
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James Boswell

Timeline
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James Boswell, slide 2

James Boswell
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James Boswell, slide 3

James Boswell
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James Boswell, slide 4

James Boswell
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Lawrence A. Latchford
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Other Record Group 351 MPD Records

● Service Records, 1861–1930 (National Archives Identifier: 1448857) 

● Register of Appointments, 1861–1930 (National Archives Identifier: 1448200)

● Investigations of Crime Law Enforcement and Police Personnel Files, 1941–1954 (National 

Archives Identifier: 16526903)

● Metropolitan Police Department Matters Transcripts, December 17, 1948–June 21, 1962 

(National Archives Identifier: 12527915)

● Rollcall Book, February 17, 1873–December 1895 (National Archives Identifier: 1450322)

● Roll Call Books, January 1896–April 1932 (National Archives Identifier: 7594494)

● Registers of Oaths of Office, 1862–1878 (National Archives Identifier: 1450184)

● Lists of Appointments, ca. 1871–1880 (National Archives Identifier: 1432913)
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1448857
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1448200
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/16526903
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/12527915
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1450322
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7594494
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1450184
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1432913


DC Robbers

Record Group 351, entry PI-186 138,
Identification Books, ca. 1878–ca. 1896,
National Archives Identifier: 1460515.

Questions?
Contact: Archives1reference@nara.gov. 

27

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1460515
mailto:Archives1reference@nara.gov


DC Robbers, slide 2

DC Robbers

Emile Montross, 18 years old.
National Archives Identifier: 
76040836.

Housebreaking
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/76040836


DC Robbers, slide 3

DC Robbers

David C. Bliss, alias “Doctor,” 
copy from New York. National 
Archives Identifier: 76040128.

Sneak Thief
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/76040128


DC Robbers, slide 4

DC Robbers

James T. Allen, larceny from 
persons, eyes - pale blue. National 
Archives Identifier: 75447895.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/75447895


DC Robbers and Other Criminals

Record Group 21, entry A1 77-A,
Index to Criminal Cases and Dockets, ca. 1938–ca. 1991,
National Archives Identifier: 300251.

Questions?
Contact: Archives1reference@nara.gov. 
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/300251
mailto:Archives1reference@nara.gov


slide 2

DC Robbers and Other Criminals

File Unit - Martina - Mayf,
National Archives Identifier: 241387074.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/241387074


slide 3

DC Robbers and Other Criminals

33



slide 4

DC Robbers and Other Criminals

G.J. = Grand Jury
Grand Jury Dockets, November 15, 1924–1971, National 
Archives Identifier: 561966.
Grand Jury Case Files, 1924–1946, National Archives Identifier: 
7582877.

Crim. = Criminal Court
Criminal Docket Books, April 6, 1863–March 1980, National 
Archives Identifier: 559862.
Criminal Case Files, 1863–1992, National Archives Identifier: 
559640.
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/561966
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slide 5

DC Robbers and Other Criminals
Later 1960s,
criminal act mentioned.
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Court Records

Explore:
https://www.archives.gov/research/court-
records. 
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https://www.archives.gov/research/court-records
https://www.archives.gov/research/court-records


Court Records, cont.
Court Records
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Department of Justice and Federal Bureau of Investigation

Record Group 60, Department of Justice (DOJ) 

General Name Index Files, 1930–1984 (National Archives Identifier: 23062753)

Contact Archives2reference@nara.gov

Record Group 65, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 

Contact FBI directly

https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/freedom-of-information-privacy-act/requesting-fbi-records
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/23062753
mailto:Archives2reference@nara.gov
https://www.fbi.gov/how-we-can-help-you/more-fbi-services-and-information/freedom-of-information-privacy-act/requesting-fbi-records


DOJ Example

144-16-95 [Frank Ray, Melvin Clements; Loran Lovan Taylor, Roland L. Gay - Victims]

National Archives Identifier: 311010469
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https://catalog.archives.gov/id/311010469


DOJ Example, cont.

DOJ Example

144-16-95 [Frank Ray, Melvin Clements; Loran Lovan Taylor, Roland L. Gay - Victims]
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FBI Contact

FBI

Attn: FOIPA Request

200 Constitution Drive

Winchester, VA  22602

foipaquestions@fbi.gov

eFOIPA portal

https://efoia.fbi.gov/#home
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mailto:foipaquestions@fbi.gov
https://efoia.fbi.gov/


FBI
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FBI, cont.

FBI
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National Archives Contacts

Record Group 21 and Record Group 351

● National Archives in Washington, DC: 

Archives1reference@nara.gov

Record Group 60

● National Archives at College Park, MD: 

Archives2reference@nara.gov

● With a DOJ and FBI case file number: 

Specialaccess_foia@nara.gov
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mailto:Archives1reference@nara.gov
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Thank You!
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After the Broadcast

Email questions to inquire@nara.gov

Video recordings of lectures and downloadable handouts

will remain online at

www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2025
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mailto:inquire@nara.gov
http://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-series/2025


Feedback

We value your opinion.

Please take a minute to complete a short evaluation. Your comments help 

us maintain the quality of our services and plan future programs. 

Thank you!

Event Evaluation:

www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval
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http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KYREventEval


Thank You 
Genealogy 
Series Team!

Huge thanks go to:

● the presenters, 
● the AV team, 
● the Communications and Marketing Division, 
● employees throughout Research Services, and
● everyone else who contributed to the success 

of this program.

We could not produce the Genealogy Series 
without your support!
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Know Your Records
KYR logo with text

Know Your Records logo

Educational resources on how to access and conduct research using U.S. federal 

government records at the National Archives and Records Administration.

www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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http://www.archives.gov/calendar/know-your-records
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Questions and Answers in Chat

Please stay if you have questions. 

Although this concludes the video portion of the 

broadcast, we will continue to take your questions 

in chat for another 10 minutes.
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